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The Agricola is both a portrait of Julius Agricola—the most famous governor of Roman Britain
and Tacitus' well-loved and respected father-in-law—and the first detailed account of Britain that
has come down to us. It offers fascinating descriptions of the geography, climate and peoples of
the country, and a succinct account of the early stages of the Roman occupation, nearly fatally
undermined by Boudicca's revolt in AD 61 but consolidated by campaigns that took Agricola as
far as Anglesey and northern Scotland. The warlike German tribes are the focus of Tacitus'
attention in the Germania, which, like the Agricola, often compares the behaviour of "barbarian"
peoples favourably with the decadence and corruption of Imperial Rome.For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

About the AuthorTacitus studied rhetoric in Rome and rose to eminence as a pleader at the
Roman Bar. In 77 he married the daughter of Agricola, conqueror of Britain, of whom he later
wrote a biography. His other works includethe Germania and the Historiae. J. B. Rives received
his PhD in Classics from Stanford University (1990) and taught at Columbia University and at
York University in Toronto before moving to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where
he is Kenan Eminent Professor of Classics. He is the author of Religion and Authority in Roman
Carthage (1995) and Religion in the Roman Empire (2006), as well as numerous articles on
aspects of religion in the Roman world. He has also published a translation, with introduction
and commentary, of Tacitus' Germania (1999) and, for Penguin Classics, has revised Robert
Graves' translation of Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars (2007).Harold Mattingley was born in
1884 and died in 1964. He is best known for his study of Roman coinage at the British Museum
where he worked from 1920 to 1948. He wrote over four hundred articles and books and his
Roman Imperial Civilization, first published when he was seventy-two, embodied the reflections
of a lifetime devoted to the study of the Roman world.
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krebsman, “Valuable for the scholar. I have to confess that I was a little disappointed in this
volume. But that’s primarily because I had false expectations. I had really liked Tacitus’ THE
ANNALS OF IMPERIAL ROME and was hoping for more of the same. But these short works
had a different objective. To compare them to the ANNALS would be like comparing apples and
oranges. AGRICOLA is supposedly a biography of Tacitus’ father-in-law, who was a consul and
the governor of Roman Britain. The biographical information about Agricola is rather sketchy,
but we do get a lot of information on his responsibilities and the manner in which he dealt with
them. By this method, Tacitus reveals Agricola’s character. Was Agricola murdered by order of
the Emperor Domitian? Tacitus doesn’t come right out and accuse, but he lays out substantial
evidence from which the reader may draw his own conclusion. GERMANIA is Tacitus’ once-
over-lightly view of the land and inhabitants of what the Romans called “Germania.” His
descriptions are highly colored by Roman (and thus, his) attitudes and opinions. He’s quick to
emphasize their brutishness and uncouth manners. In general, he characterizes the Germans
as lazy when they are off the battlefield and vicious killers on the battlefield. He is not terribly
specific in his descriptions of most things, but once in a while, he will throw in an in interesting
detail, like the way the men of a certain tribe wore their hair, or what one of their religious rituals
was like.Overall, this book is probably not very compelling reading for the general reader,
despite its brevity. But for the scholar, this book is extremely valuable on many levels. I’d also
recommend it to anyone who is visiting an archaeological site on the former Roman frontier. I
read it right after visiting Hadrian’s Wall; the site and the reading were mutually enriching
experiences. J.B. Rives’ notes and introduction are excellent. Good maps and a glossary are
appended.  Four stars.”

K. Murphy, “The Agricola and the Germania. Tacitus' Agricola and Germania are among the two
most-cited sources on Roman Britain and on the ancient Germans, respectively, and anyone
with an interest in the Classical World should have a copy of this book.The Agricola is our
primary source on Cnaeus Julius Agricola-governor of Roman Britain in the late 1st Century AD
who is known to history primarily for the defeat he inflicted on the Caledonians at Mons Graupius
in AD 83, and for his planned conquest of Ireland. Reading Tacitus' account, however, we find
that his legacy in his own times was more for bringing justice to southern Britain, where previous
Roman governors had abused their authority and driven the tribes to revolt.I can't imagine that
we can take everything in the Agricola word-for-word, as Tacitus' account is naturally biased-
Agricola was his father-in-law, and Tacitus does not speak a single negative word-not even the
slightest criticism of a minor feature-of him.The Germania is also biased in that Tacitus is
portraying these wild tribes as `noble savages'-claiming they never lied or indulged in improper
sexuality, and had no love for money or fine clothing; in all, the Germania is as much an attack
on the decadence of the Romans of Tacitus' generation as it is an account of the peoples of



Germany in the 1st Century.After giving an at times rather humorous account of Germanic
culture and customs, Tacitus looks at all the major tribes and their unique features-such as the
bizarre hairdos of the Suebi, the strange religious rites of the tribes worshipping the Goddess
Nerthus, and the customs of the Harii, who painted themselves black and only fought battles at
night.Overall, this is a must read for a student of the Classical, especially Roman world, showing
much about the culture and worldview of both the Romans and their Germanic contemporaries,
and how these were perceived by a fairly typical upper-class Roman writer.”

Aramate, “Fantastic breakdown. I really loved this revised book. Nearly the first half is written by
J.B. Rives, who gives an elucidating breakdown of Rome, and creates an easy to read/
understand narrative that frames the original works by Tacitus, perfectly. I truly felt engaged and
like I was reading a story. His understanding of Tacitus, and his works, and the culture of the time
was so enlightening, and really added depth to my comprehension. Plus, he gives a bibliography
for other reads about the European tribal peoples of the time, which I really appreciated.By the
time I got to through the introduction, I felt like I had a good basis and background for which to
interpret the words of Tacitus. I bought this book because of what Tacitus writes about, but what I
got was SO much more, thanks to the extra effort and work of J.B. Rives. Thank you so much.”

Phantom Queen, “A look into an ancient world.... This book includes the writings of the ancient
Roman writer, Tacitus, as he follows the campaigns of Agricola into Anglesey and northern
Scotland. He also follows closely the campaigns into Germania, a country as untamed as
Scotland.The reader is given a vivid look into an ancient world, but through the eyes of the
conqueror and not the conquered. Still, this is a masterpiece of information about a lost time.
The translation was done very well by Harold Mattingly and his introduction sheds light on
Tacitus' life and literary career, the governorship of Agricola and Rome's political backgroud in
an everchanging empire. The two maps of Roman Britain and Germania were an added
surprise.I was a little disappointed that Tacitus did not give more descriptions on the native tribes
of Scotland in The Agricola. For this reason, I felt that The Germania stood out much more. His
vivid descriptions of the German tribes and their religious beliefs was wonderful to read.I highly
recommend this book to anyone who is interested in Roman history and/or the native tribes of
Scotland and Germania.”

PS, “An easy read.. This translation is an easy read. Just what I was looking for. I just need the
facts and this was perfect for that.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Brilliant!. I absolutely loved these two works of Tacitus. It’s amazing to
think you are actually reading first hand accounts of the very first encounters, discoveries and
recorded histories of Britannia and Germania. Germania is the better work as Agricola is more of
a biography or eulogy to Tacitus’ father-in-law and his governorship of Britannia and his



conquest of Caledonia (modern day Scotland) etc. Agricola has a brief description of Britannia,
while Germania is a full, detailed and in depth ethnography of all of Northern Europe. Tacitus
describes the myriad of different tribes that inhabit modern day Holland to Germany, the Czech
Republic, all the way to the Black Sea and all the way up to Sweden, Lapland and the Baltic
states (although none of those modern day names are used). To reiterate, it’s truly awesome to
get first hand accounts of the very first discoveries and recorded histories of Northern Europe.
Definitely highly recommend this short book!”

J. R. Tempest, “Good starter read of history written in the Classical era.. This is the 2009 edition
of the original Penguin Classics edition and translation of 1948. The introduction and notes were
completely rewritten by J B Rives for the 2009 edition. The introduction and notes are very
helpful in explaining things that might be meaningless to a 20th century general reader
interested in learning something about Roman history and Roman historical writing. In fact the
notes must be approaching the length of the translation of the original text by Tacitus. The maps
are clearer and more useful than the original maps of the 1948 edition.The book may not be of
interest to the average reader of history, but is a good start for someone who is interested
specifically in Historical writing of the Classical era. It deals with very specific topics in the 1st
century AD relating to the Roman Empire.”

H.R MacDonald, “Good product. Quick arrival, good product”

Stephen Jones, “Tacitus, Roman Chronicler. Tacitus is an interesting character but I suspect that
many of his writings were based not upon personal knowledge but other people's views and
hearsay. But it's a good read nonetheless.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 451 people have provided feedback.
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